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Oregon: 
Where does 
everything go?









The Waste Hierarchy

Most 
Preferred

Least 
Preferred



• 1983 and 1991 “Opportunity to 
Recycle Act”

Oregon Recovery Laws and Plans
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• 1983 and 1991 “Opportunity to Recycle Act”

• 2012 “Materials Management in Oregon: 2025 
Vision and Framework for Action”

• 2019 “2030 Regional Waste Plan”

• 2021 Plastic Pollution & 
Recycling Modernization           
Act (launches July 2025)

Oregon Recovery Laws and Plans



Where does everything go?

Recycling 
(Mixed recycling. Glass 

recycling)

Yard 
Waste

Garbage



Garbage



Why collect 
garbage?



Embrace 
the trash 

can!





Keep these 
outKeep these out



Private 
companies 
collect the 
garbage



Metro 
Transfer 
Stations



Clackamas 
County 
Transfer 
Station



Cull Recycling



Hierarchy

Garbage is ready to go to the landfill



Hierarchy

Arlington



Hierarchy

Columbia Ridge in 
Arlington



Where does everything go?

Recycling 
(Mixed recycling. 
Glass recycling)

Yard 
Waste

Garbage



Glass to Glass
NE Portland



Mixed curbside 
recycling



Material Recovery 
Facility (MRF)



Ready for 
markets



• Financially unstable

• Inequity

• It’s confusing

• It lacks a guarantee of 
responsible recycling

Problems with our 
Recycling System



The Future: 
Oregon Recycling 

Modernization Act



Where does everything go?

Recycling 
(Mixed recycling. Glass 

recycling)

Yard 
Waste

Garbage



Yard Waste



Yard Waste



Food scraps compost

Commercial
Mandatory 
Food Scrap
Composting

Residential
• Beaverton 
• Cornelius
• Durham
• Forest Grove
• Gaston
• Hillsboro
• King City 
• Lake Oswego
• Milwaukie
• North Plains
• Portland
• Sherwood
• Tigard
• Tualatin
• Wilsonville



There’s so much more than 
curbside!



Bottle bill



PaintCare



Oregon E-cycles



Drug take-back



• Bottle Bill

• PaintCare

• Oregon E-cycles

• Drug take-back

• Plastics Pollution & Recycling 
Modernization Act

Producer responsibility laws



Backyard composting



Worm bins



Grocery stores



Special collectors



Collection events



Don’t forget reuse



Metro Recycling 
Information Center

503-234-3000 
oregonmetro.gov/findarecycler 



Questions?



Stacy Ludington
Master Recycler Program Manager
masterrecycler@oregonmetro.gov
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