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What is your repair story?

What do you fix at home?

Have you ever thrown away
something that was broken?

Have you ever tried fixing
something and not been
successful?





Contrived Durability

Design
products to
break quickly



Prevention of Repairs



Systemic and Programmed 
Obsolescence

Making a product obsolete by 
changing the system in which it 
is used so that its continued use 
is difficult



Stylistic Obsolescence



The Clothing Industry







Americans 
throw away 
over 32 
billion 
pounds of 
textiles each 
year.









1. Products should be designed so repairs are easy.
2. Users and independent repair providers should have access to 

original spare parts and tools (including software).
3. Repairs should be possible and not hindered by software 

programing.
4. How repairable an item is should be communicated by the 

manufacturer. 

















Bill Passed
Active Right to Repair Bill - 2024
Right to Repair Bill Introduced Historical
No Right to Repair





Right to Repair









Tabling on 
Textiles: Learn 
to Sew a 
Button

Kit is available in 
Clackamas County







How to Set Up a Repair Fair

- Find a few friends who want to make it happen (local government 
Master Recycler liason, fellow Master Recyclers, community groups, 
etc.)

- Find a venue (community center, library, school, etc.). Should have 
power, decent parking, and large central space. 

- Pick a date
- Recruit volunteer repairers/event helpers
- Advertise event
- Ask for donated food/coffee from local grocery
- Arrive day of an hour early to set up





Many ways to get involved!

• Call or write your state and federal representatives: 
https://www.repair.org/stand-up

• Report unfair repair restrictions and warranty fraud to the FTC: 
https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/

• Join others in your community fighting for Right to Repair: 
• https://ospirg.org/feature/orp/right-repair
• https://www.repair.org/

• Participate in a Repair Fair, Repair Cafe, or Fixit Clinic near you:
• https://www.repairpdx.org/

• Write or improve a repair guide: https://www.ifixit.com/Contribute
• Buy more repairable products: https://www.ifixit.com/Right-to-

Repair/Repairable-Products

https://www.repair.org/stand-up
https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/
https://www.repair.org/
https://www.repair.org/
https://www.repairpdx.org/
https://www.ifixit.com/Contribute
https://www.ifixit.com/Right-to-Repair/Repairable-Products
https://www.ifixit.com/Right-to-Repair/Repairable-Products


Thank you

Questions?

Stacy Ludington | Master Recycler Program Manager
masterrecycler@oregonmetro.gov

971-352-2895
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