
School RecyclingSustainability in schools



Tonight we will cover:

•Our support for school sustainability
•Waste generation in schools, including a 
deep dive into school lunch

•Waste reduction success stories
•How Master Recyclers can get involved









•Reduce, Reuse, and Recycling
•Green Lunchrooms
•Gardens and Grounds
•Walk and Roll to School
•Environmental Justice
•Water Conservation & 
Pollution Prevention

•Energy Conservation

Certification tracks





Waste generation in schools

Classroom and office waste Cafeteria waste



Classroom



Classroom



Classroom



Reuse and waste reduction opportunities in the classroom:
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1. Make sure students know which 
food items they need to have on 
their trays

2. “Rescue” elibible items by using a 
Share Table
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MAYBE recycle in 
the cafeteria



Commercial compost in schoolsSuccess stories





Canby School District Fast Facts
5,000 students
6 elementary schools, 1 middle school, 1 high 

school
Milk dispenser pilot with one elementary 

school in Canby (2016-2017)
Pilot expansion to 21 schools in 4 school 

districts across Clackamas County (2020-
2021)

Results from one school year at all 6 Canby 
School District elementary schools:
• 200,000 fewer milk cartons to landfill 
• 4,615 fewer gallons of milk purchased
• $18,600 saved in milk purchasing (50% 

reduction)



No-Thank-You Table at Sunset Primary!



A No-Thank-You table at Sunset can rescue:

90 full cartons of milk  95 packs of dried fruit  10 yogurts  
35 cheese sticks   45 fruit cups   10 bananas
50 bags of sunflower seeds  45 packages of carrots  20 packs of muffins/cookies/granola

In one school week:

3,060 full cartons of milk  3,230 packs of dried fruit  340 yogurts  
1,190 cheese sticks   1,530 fruit cups   340 bananas
1,700 bags of sunflower seeds 1,530 packages of carrots  680 packs of muffins/cookies/granola

In one school year:

18 full cartons of milk  19 packs of dried fruit  2 yogurts   
7 cheese sticks   9 fruit cups   2 bananas
10 bags of sunflower seeds  15 packages of carrots  4 packs of muffins/cookies/granola

In one school day:



Commercial compost in schools
• Benefits: 

• All food is included
• Simple message
• Can shine a light on the volume of 

wasted food
• Schools often start in the kitchen to 

get staff on board

• Challenges:
• Contamination
• Participation
• Not available in every part of the 

County
• Can decrease motivation to reduce 

wasted food

Commercial compost in schools



On-site compost at schools

• Benefits: 
• Very educational
• If school has a garden, the 

compost can be used on-site

• Challenges: 
• Difficult to maintain, both daily 

and in the long run
• Odors and pests can be a 

problem
• Very limited in scope

On-site compost in schools



Community 
events

Clothing Swap

Clackamas Clean 
Water Event



How can master recyclers get involved?
• Tabling at school events
• Leading or assisting with waste 

audits
• And more – there are 

opportunities that we will 
advertise as they come up

• Your ideas?

How can Master Recyclers get involved?



Noemi Sarabia-Feria, Sustainability Analyst
CCRRA and Clackamas County

503-742-4460; nsarabiaferia@clackamas.us
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