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CHAPTER 1 MATERIALS MANAGEMENT

INTRODUCTION 

Oregon’s Vision

Imagine a day when Oregonians live well and prosperously, producing and using materials 
responsibly, conserving resources, and protecting the environment. Imagine a day when we 
recognize that the earth’s resources are finite, and we begin living within those limits, ensuring  
that future generations have the same opportunities as we do.

We have done the 
impossible before! 

While U.S. carbon  
emissions continued to rise, 

carbon emissions 
 in Multnomah County are  

21% lower  
than they were in 1990. 

Meanwhile quality of life is high 
and the economy is thriving. 

Is such a future impossible or possible only with tremendous sacrifices? 
The short answer is no. We are in the midst of an important transformation 
with respect to how we think about and manage materials. This 
transformation will have its challenges, to be sure, but it is possible and 
economical given current technology and systems. Proper materials 
management will enable a future in which we all live sustainably and 
well, responsibly using and managing all the materials we depend on. 

Materials management: the 
use of materials based on the 
environmental and social impacts 
associated with the materials across 
their entire life cycle. (EPA)

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Oregon’s regulatory 
agency responsible for protecting our environment, convened a diverse 
group of stakeholders that resulted in the adoption in 2012 of a vision 
and framework for rethinking waste and discards. Their report, Materials 
Management in Oregon: 2050 Vision and Framework for Action, lays out 
four key transformations:

1. Recognizing that Earth’s resources are finite, Oregonians live within 
the limits of our sustainable share of the world’s natural resources. 

2. We take into account the full impacts of materials throughout 
their life cycle.

3. We use renewable resources at levels that can be sustained in 
perpetuity while maintaining the resiliency of natural systems.

4. All Oregonians have access to the knowledge, capabilities, 
resources and services required to use materials responsibly.

TERM
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These aspirational statements were collaboratively generated by 
businesses, non-profits and local governments from all over the state. The 
stakeholders worked together to identify current challenges and create 
a compelling vision for the future. Many of the environmental challenges 
facing Oregon and the world, such as pollution and greenhouse gas 
emissions, are related to how materials are produced, used and managed. 
In DEQ’s long-term vision:

 y Producers make products sustainably, so every option is a  
sustainable option.

 y People live well and consume sustainably.

 y Materials have the most useful life possible before and after discard.

WHAT IS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT? 

Materials management takes a holistic view of environmental and social 
impacts across the full life cycle of materials as they move through the 
economy and around the world. We can use materials management 
to identify actions needed to reduce negative impacts. Materials 
management includes the analysis and management of all of the steps it 
takes to make products. 

The steps in the life cycle of materials typically include: 
 y Extraction

 y Manufacturing

 y Transportation 

 y Use 

 y Discard (reuse, compost, recycle and energy extraction)

Paradigm shift: an important 
change that happens when the 
usual way of thinking about or 
doing something is replaced by a 
new and different way.

In June 2015, the Oregon Legislature passed SB 263 and SB 245, which 
will turn our state and cities towards a robust implementation of the 2050 
Vision. They provide goals, requirements and a revenue stream to help 
make the vision a reality.

In the rest of this chapter we’ll more fully explore this paradigm shift 
from discards management to materials management, outlining key 
stages in the life cycle of materials and their environmental and social 
impacts. We will explore how Oregon law will alter how we measure and 
prioritize practices to meet this Vision. We’ll also begin to lay out how you 
as a Master Recycler might play an important role in this shift.

 DEEP DIVE 
Learn more about materials 

management at DEQ’s website. 

TERM
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WE’RE ON OUR WAY

The good news is that there has been important progress and many new voices have joined the 
call to action. 

International religious leaders are beginning to 
characterize climate protection as a moral imperative. 
In particular, Pope Francis has been remarking how the 
environmental degradation caused by climate change 
disproportionately affects the world’s poorest people. 
Pope Francis has also been linking climate change 
to the massive movements of people and increased 
human trafficking. 

Islamic leaders have also prompted faith communities 
to take action to halt the desecration of nature that 
leads to destruction of creation, human and otherwise. 
In summer 2015, they launched the Islamic Declaration 
on Climate Change.

On a more local level, the State of Oregon passed 
its Material Management plan in part to address 
climate. Metro also worked on regional planning for 
transportation, land use and landfill management in 
order to address climate change. 

It can be discouraging to hear about the devastating 
effects of climate change. Many people doubt that 
it’s still possible to turn climate change around. But 
the City of Portland and Multnomah County have 
proven that it is possible to change the momentum 
of emissions. In 1993, Portland was the first city in 
the country to adopt a climate action plan with a 
roadmap of action items. They’ve already reduced 
carbon emissions by 21 percent since 1990, while the 
population has increased by 33 percent and they have 
24 percent more jobs. Furthermore they have a plan for 
continuing to reduce emissions that will also improve 
our economic, social and cultural lives. 

We need your help
Action is required at all levels to build low-carbon communities. Each person, each business, each government 
agency has a part to play. Whatever you decide to focus on in your volunteer efforts as a Master Recycler will 
ultimately be related to this larger global effort. 

The next few pages are an infographic from the Portland Climate Action Now campaign. Master Recyclers 
participate in this campaign in Portland, but the data is informative wherever you live or work in the region.
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CHAPTER 4 EQUITY AND MATERIALS 

INTRODUCTION

In the materials management and sustainable consumption chapters we learned that humans both 
carry the burdens and enjoy the benefits from the production and consumption of materials. 

We learned that all the stuff we consume has negative impacts for humans all along the materials 
lifecycle. These negative impacts include: poisoned drinking water near extraction sites, risks to 
workers in manufacturing facilities, toxins in consumer products, and conflict and displacement 
caused by climate change.

We also learned that life expectancy and sense of life satisfaction are 
dependent on having a certain level of material necessities such as food, 
shelter, medicine and art and literature. 

What has not been discussed to this point is that the benefits and burdens 
of consumption are distributed inequitably between differing populations 
and that this inequity is a great threat to sustainability.

This chapter will define equity and explore how institutional racism 
and poverty result in the inequitable distribution of the benefits and 
burdens of materials production and consumption. Materials production 
and consumption have the largest negative impacts on low-income 
communities and people of color. Meanwhile, those same people have less 
access to products that provide health and wellbeing.

This chapter will demonstrate the importance of addressing these 
inequities as we work to build new systems. Oregon’s materials 
management vision takes a holistic view of environmental and social well-
being and health across the full lifecycle of materials. As we change how we 
produce and consume, we have the opportunity to ensure that this is done 
collaboratively so that communities of color and low-income communities 
are co-creators. We can also ensure that we create equitable avenues for 
wealth building. As we reduce the pollution caused by extraction, we 
can create safe, living wage jobs in recycling and reuse. As we reduce 
deforestation, we can increase access for recreation in our natural areas. As 
we redefine what it means to live a good and rich life, we can ensure that 
people who have traditionally had the least access to the American Dream 
will get to enjoy health and happiness. This inclusive process will result in 
more complex systems that better meet the needs of a diverse population.

“It is not our differences that 
divide us. It is our inability 
to recognize, accept, and 
celebrate those differences.” 

Audre Lorde
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WHAT IS EQUITY?

The Portland Plan uses the following definition for equity:

“Equity is the right of every person to have access to 
opportunities necessary for satisfying essential needs and 

advancing their well-being.”

What does equity look like?
 y All residents have access to opportunities, such as good jobs, 

education, healthy food, housing and self-expression.

 y The benefits and burdens of growth and change are equitably 
distributed across our communities.

 y All residents and communities are involved as full and equal partners 
in public decision-making, problem-solving and implementation; and 
these processes consider the history of impacted communities.

Equity is not the same as equality
There are important distinctions between equality and equity. Equality 
aims to distribute exactly the same resources to everyone equally. The 
idea is that if we all get the same things, we will all enjoy life and health 
equally. Equality aims to promote fairness and justice, but equality can 
only work if everyone starts from the same place and has the same needs 
and wants. Equity, in contrast, involves ensuring that people have access 
to opportunities to enjoy full, healthy lives. Aspects of our identities, such 
as race, class, and gender, can determine the difference in what is made 
available to us as individuals to enjoy full, healthy lives. Equity requires 
looking at the historic, social, and institutional barriers that impact people’s 
access to opportunity and correcting for any negative outcomes.

A focus on equity recognizes that people do not start at the same place and 
consequently people have different needs. A focus on equality strives for a 
perfectly even distribution of resources. Whereas an equity approach takes 
into account the actual desires and needs of each population and their 
ability to satisfy those desires and needs. 
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Sharing or access economy: A 
business model in which individuals 
are able to borrow or rent assets 
owned by someone else usually 
through a technology platform.

CASE STUDY: THE ACCESS ECONOMY

Let’s look at an example of a new business model that is designed to 
address consumption, but is failing to recognize and address existing 
disparities in the process. In this example it is clear that inequities are 
getting built into the new economic and social structures. 

The access economy is a business structure that emerged in the mid- 
2000’s. It was originally termed collaborative consumption and then 
branded as the sharing economy. Access economy is increasingly being 
utilized to describe this for-profit business model which utilizes information 
technology to provide people and businesses with resources. Rather than 
providing products to consumers, the business model is to provide a 
platform where consumers can access objects and services that they can 
use when they need them and then return them. 

This approach to distribution of goods and services has been touted as an 
important way to reduce the consumption of products by helping people 
use online technology to share objects that are sitting idle. These are some 
examples of common idle products: 

An average car is used 8 percent of its lifetime and sits in a 
garage waiting to be useful. 

The average power drill is used 6 to 13 minutes of its lifetime. 

The average U.S. home is 2,400 sq. ft. in contrast to 818 sq. ft. 
in the United Kingdom and many have a spare room that sits 
untouched most of the year ready for the occasional guest. 

Sharing economy businesses provide a way for people who have idle stuff 
and people who need to use that stuff to find each other. Research has 
shown that people who use these services see them as beneficial for the 
environment. They help people feel more connected to the community, 
and it is a platform where regular folks can turn their fallow assets into cash 
machines. The belief is that this peer-to-peer exchange offers greater access 
to income in our economy by allowing people to make money off of the 
objects they already own. It is then not just the manufacturers that make 
money from the products, but also people who own them.

TERM

Tool library volunteers
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The access economy has boomed. Two of the most successful examples are Airbnb and Uber. When 
it comes to demonstrating that such a platform is a good business model, these two companies 
have made it big. Airbnb was valued at $25.5 billion in June 2015. Uber was valued at $50 billion in 
May 2015. 

Airbnb aims to be a trusted community marketplace for people to list, discover, and book unique accommodations 
around the world. Uber connects people who need a ride with people looking to earn money driving their car.

Research shows that these new marketplaces provide access and opportunity to those who are already well-
connected and comparatively well-off. But the sharing economy is not extending opportunities to historically 
underserved communities. Rather, this new economy is every bit as inequitable as the rest of our economy, if not 
more so. 

 DEEP DIVE 
For more information you can 

consult Living Cities’ blog post, 
How Can Shared Mobility  
Help Connect Low-Income 

People to Opportunity?  
(available online).

Low-income communities and communities of color carry the heaviest 
transportation burdens and could benefit tremendously from flexible, low-
cost transportation options. But as a study commissioned by Living Cities 
shows, these populations rarely use these types of platforms due to a lack 
of drivers or extra rooms in their neighborhoods, lack of internet access, and 
other barriers. 

Fair pricing is another challenge. There are no neutral platforms in a racially 
inequitable society, and on the seller side, there is a risk that people of color 
using profile-driven platforms are not on a level playing field. A Harvard 
Business School study found that New York City Airbnb hosts who are 
not black charge about 12 percent more than black hosts for comparable 
properties. While the Fair Housing Act provides some protections against 
race-based discrimination, Airbnb claims that their services are not about 
housing and therefore discrimination laws against certain potential renters 
should not apply.

Short-term rentals are most popular in cities like San Francisco, New 
York and Portland, which also struggle with vacancy for affordable rental 
housing. It is unclear how many people or agencies are short-term renting 
multiple units in various buildings throughout these cities, potentially 
displacing residents with tourists. In Portland, rental vacancy was down to 
3 percent in 2014. Meanwhile there was a dramatic increase of residences 
being rented on a short term basis. In response, the City of Portland created 
a new short-term rental program that allows residents to rent one or two 
bedrooms in their home where they live to overnight guests, but they must 
get a permit.  

In September 2016, the program’s first monitoring report states that the 
number of units continued to grow from an estimated 1600 in 2014 to 5000 
in 2016. The report found that compliance is low. Only 22 percent of the 
short-term rentals actually have a permit.

These examples provide an important caution. For emerging economies to 
be equitable, we must look squarely at the existing systems with an equity 
lens and bring those who would be most vulnerable to negative impacts to 
the table to help define and develop the new strategies. 
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CHAPTER 5 DISCARDS:  
SOLID WASTE AND RECOVERY SYSTEMS

INTRODUCTION

What happens to our stuff after we are done with it? 

We have learned in previous chapters that of all the stages of the life cycle of materials it is 
the making and using of products that have the most negative impacts on the environment. For 
this reason, so far, this handbook has focused on the reduce part of the 3R’s. If we do not consume 
products they will not be made, used and discarded in the first place.

The decisions we make about our discards still have significant effects 
on the environment and the economy. Discards management (the reuse 
and recycle part of the 3R’s, plus garbage) is one part of the full cycle of 
materials management, and it can save energy and natural resources and 
reduce pollution.

But we don’t always fully understand those impacts, and thus we don’t 
always make good choices about what to do with our materials when we 
are ready to part with them. While we dutifully place materials out on the 
curbside and even load up our cars and carry materials to recycling depots 
and reuse organizations, we typically know very little about what happens 
to these materials after they go away.

This chapter presents a big picture view of the infrastructure that 
collects, sorts and distributes our discarded materials and considers its 
environmental impacts. This will hopefully empower you to make better 
decisions and better explain those decisions to others. 

The good news is it is pretty easy to do the right thing with our discards 
in Oregon. Households, businesses and local authorities work together 
to manage our natural resources by reusing, composting, recycling and 
sometimes burning discards for energy. We can also properly dispose of 
materials that belong in the landfill. 

Each part of our solid waste management system plays a role in protecting 
the environment. Of course, our system is not perfect. You will read 
elsewhere in the handbook and learn from speakers and tours about the 
challenges our system faces. But first, it is important to understand the 
existing system.

Waste
Solid waste: Any discarded 
(abandoned or considered waste-
like) materials. Solid wastes can be 
solid, liquid or semi-solid.

Waste: See also Solid Waste. 
Unwanted or undesired material. 
A material that has outlasted its 
purpose or is left over. The trait 
of using resources carelessly, 
imprudently or without thrift. Loss 
of resources.

Waste management: The 
processes of the collection, 
treatment and disposal or return 
to markets of materials after 
their use phase. Proper waste 
management reduces the 
negative impacts waste has on 
environment and society. 

TERM
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QUANTITY OF DISCARDS IN OREGON

The challenge at hand

Before we explore the various parts of the waste management 
system, it is worth pausing to appreciate the sheer volume of the 
material that is processed. 

Oregon facilities managed 5,122,673 tons of waste that was generated in 
2015. Waste generation is the total tonnage of material our collection 
system manages either by recovering it (reuse, recycle, compost, 
incinerate) or by disposing of it.

A total of 2,739,555 tons of waste was disposed in Oregon in 2015, up 
6.2 percent from 2014. Per-capita disposal increased 4.8 percent to 1,365 
pounds per person. This is 9.8 percent below the per-capita disposal rate 
for 1992. 

We recovered 46.5 percent of the waste generated in Oregon in 2015. This 
was a 3.3 percent increase from 2014. When recovery credits for home 
composting programs and for reuse programs are included as specified by 
state statute, the recovery rate, was 50.3 percent in 2015, topping Oregon’s 
50 percent recovery goal for the fifth consecutive year.

Waste generation: the act of 
consuming goods and services 
that result in discarded material. 
The resulting discards are usually 
measured in weight, generated 
by a specific area or entity over 
a certain time period. This waste 
must then be processed through 
reuse, recycling, composting, 
incineration or landfilling. 

TERM

Recovery: the extraction of 
discarded materials for reuse, 
recycling, composting or  
energy generation in order to 
capture some of the energy 
and natural resources used to 
make products and avoid the 
consumption of virgin resources 
to make new products.

 DEEP DIVE 
For more details you can consult 

the Oregon DEQ 2015 Waste 
Recovery Report (available 
online). DEQ releases a new 

waste recovery report each fall 
for the previous year. DEQ also 

usually provides an audit of 
materials found in the garbage 
about every four years. The last 

Waste Composition Study was in 
2009 due to funding cuts. 

TERM
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By the late 1980’s, the public began to look around and realize that these 
practices were resulting in toxics in the water supply and air and land 
pollution from uncontained garbage. Municipalities were required to close 
and manage old landfills and utilize modern practices in managing waste. 

At this time, landfills acquired a particularly bad reputation. Certainly it 
makes sense to try and use the building blocks of our products again, but 
some essential materials simply have no use after we are done with them. 
These items need a safe and near permanent place to go. Today these 
places are called sanitary landfills. 

What is in Oregon’s garbage?
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) works with 
Metro and location jurisdictions to conduct a Waste Characterization 
and Composition Study every 2-5 years. It is a statewide study of the 
composition of municipal solid waste generated in Oregon and disposed at 
landfills, transfer stations, and incinerators in Oregon or transported out-of-
state for disposal. 

The study is conducted by obtaining samples of waste at the point of 
disposal, sorting the waste into different material categories, weighing 
each component, and then combining these results with disposal quantity 
information to determine the total amount of different materials being 
disposed in Oregon. 

These studies are useful in assessing whether recycling education 
programs are effective in getting Oregonians to recover the materials on 
the list of accepted materials. The studies also help the state and region 
make decisions about policies and infrastructure that could recover new 
materials. As you can see from the Metro Garbage Graph, the last garbage 
composition study was conducted in 2009-2010. 

METRO GARBAGE

   Hazardous 
waste <1%              

Paper 17%

Plastics 
12%

Other 
organics 
34%

Food 17%

Glass 
     2%

Metal 
     7%

Other 
inorganics 

11%

Source: Oregon DEQ (2009)
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What happens to our garbage after we set it 
out on the curb? 
The EPA and Oregon DEQ set regulatory standards, but solid waste systems 
are managed at a local level. Local government and private companies 
work together to collect, transfer and dispose of waste. In our tri-county 
region, governmental responsibility is split; cities and counties are 
accountable for collection, while Metro oversees transfer and disposal.

A. Collection

Most metro area businesses and residents pay a fee to private garbage and 
recycling companies, known in the trade as “haulers,” for garbage collection. 
However, some businesses and individual residents decide to opt out of the 
collection process and haul waste directly themselves. 

Most local governments have franchises that make collection for garbage 
and recycling happen for homes and small-plexes of 2-4 units throughout 
the region. Franchised haulers have contracts with the local government 
to serve allotted territories, and offer standardized services and fees. In 
Washington County, hauling certificates replace franchise contracts. 

Multifamily and business garbage and recycling haulers are franchised 
or certified as well. The one exception is that haulers in Portland are 
not franchised. Haulers compete in a free market for commercial and 
multifamily customers and each hauler sets its own rates. In order to get 
a permit to haul commercial waste in Portland, haulers still need to meet 
certain levels of service, but they are allowed to offer a larger range of 
services and choose their rates.

Franchise: Contracts between 
private garbage and recycling 
companies and local governments 
that allot specific territories and 
require standardized services  
and fees.

TERM

B. Transfer

Most haulers in our region take collected garbage to Metro transfer stations, 
which prepare the garbage for transportation to a landfill. Metro owns the 
transfer stations, but a contract is placed out for bid by Metro every five 
years for companies to operate the stations. As part of the contract, facilities 
attempt to pull out more valuable and larger pieces of recyclable materials 
from the refuse. The remaining garbage is compacted into large trailers 
bound for a landfill disposal facility.

Transfer stations free haulers to spend their time collecting waste in our 
communities, rather than traveling great distances to dump their loads in 
distant landfills. Ninety percent of waste collected in the Metro region is 
deposited at the transfer stations, loaded into privately-owned trailer trucks 
and transported to the Columbia Ridge Landfill in Arlington, Oregon. Each 
landfill-bound semi-trailer — some 65 a day — carries six or seven garbage 
truckloads, saving energy, time and money while reducing truck traffic 
through the Columbia River Gorge.
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2. Collection 

Food scrap collection is available for businesses in Beaverton, Clackamas 
County, Gresham, Portland, Hillsboro, Sherwood, and Tualatin as well as 
unincorporated Washington County. Businesses in these areas can set up 
collection with their garbage and recycling company so that they can 
separate food scraps for composting. Accepted food scraps includes grains, 
dairy, seashells, meat and bones. Non-food items such as waxed cardboard, 
napkins, paper towels, service ware and plastics must all be separated and 
placed in the garbage.

Landscaping materials can be composted at many local yard debris sites 
throughout the region, but food scraps cannot be included in these loads. 

Organic collection for residents varies greatly in the region. Some rural areas 
do not have yard debris pick up; some services provide roll carts; some 
use customer-provided carts; and some accept paper craft bag containers 
of extra yard debris. Standard container size is 60 gallons, but some cities 
allow for smaller containers for tight spaces. Frequency is usually every 
week in service programs throughout the region, although some cities 
in Washington County pick up only every other week. In Portland, Forest 
Grove and Lake Oswego, you can include food scraps with your yard debris.
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3. Processing at compost facilities

Most compost facilities in the region are permitted for landscape 
material only. Their method for composting is to utilize large enough 
piles of material, air and water to turn materials into bark, mulch and soil 
amendment in about 45-60 days. These facilities do not use methods that 
get hot enough or cultivate bacteria that can process food scraps and 
therefore are not permitted to accept this material. Food scraps, other than 
the occasional unharvested veggies from the garden, are a contaminant for 
these facilities. 

Most yard debris and landscaping from residents and businesses are 
collected and sold to these local facilities and in turn their products are sold 
mostly right in our region. 

Most food scraps collected by businesses in the region go to an anaerobic 
digestion facility in Junction City called JC Bio. This anaerobic digestion 
facility converts the food scraps into fertilizer and generates enough 
electricity to power 2,200 Oregon homes annually. 

Material rich in easily digestible sugars breaks down easily in anaerobic 
digesters and provide the highest yield of energy, whereas fibrous material 
that is low in nitrogen such as woody debris, leaves, grass clippings and 
biodegradable plastics can take much longer to break down or may not 
be possible to breakdown at all. These materials also keep the beneficial 
bacterial from having contact with the materials they do want, thereby 
keeping them from composting the material. 

A number of new facilities on the outskirts of the region or in other parts 
of Oregon can also accept food scraps along with yard debris. They utilize 
the windrow composting (or aerobic digestion) process which generates 
a nutrient-rich compost product that is applied to local farms and gardens. 
Windrow composting utilizes aeration equipment to pull or push air 
through piles along with a rigorous turning schedule. This combination 
brings the rows of material to a high enough temperature to manage  
food scraps. 

At this time, these windrow compost facilities are not large enough to 
accept all of the regions’ residential organic material. Portland, Forest Grove 
and Lake Oswego were the first cities in the region to develop a collection 
process and are now utilizing all of the capacity of these facilities. More 
facilities are in the works, but in the meantime, most of the rest of the 
region is focusing on developing collection and education programs for 
commercial collection. 

Anaerobic digestion: the 
processing of organic waste with 
microorganisms in an oxygen-free 
environment, which generates 
methane and carbon dioxide for the 
purposes of fertilizer and burning 
for fuel. 

RESOURCE
For more information on 

anaerobic digestion you can 
watch the JC Biomethane for Kids 

video (available on Vimeo). 

Aerobic digestion: the 
processing of organic waste with 
microorganisms and oxygen, 
carbon and water. This process 
generates fertilizer, mulch and soil 
amendments.

TERM

TERM
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CHAPTER 8 CURBSIDE AND BEYOND

INTRODUCTION 

We are quite good at recycling in the metropolitan area

People in our region consider themselves recyclers. No matter the socioeconomic background or 
race, whether an apartment, fourplex or house dweller, residents resoundingly answer ‘yes’ when 
asked if they recycle. 

The result of a motivated public combined with a good system is a 
recovery rate of 60.4 percent. That means 1.3 million tons of material were 
returned to manufacturers so they can be reused again.*

There is, however, still more work to do. A 2014 Metro study showed that 
about 14 percent of curbside recyclables are still in the garbage. This 
means that about 36,000 tons of curbside recyclables, including paper, 
plastic bottles, aluminum cans and glass containers, are disposed of in 
garbage carts each year.** 

Along with getting more recycled, we learned in previous chapters 
that recycling needs to be free of garbage in order to be useful for 
manufacturing. Metro’s study found that about nine percent of what 
people put in their recycling doesn’t belong there. That means that 
processors have to deal with about 9,000 tons of contaminants a year. 

Metro, Cities and Counties work together with local collection and sorting 
facilities to improve the systems so that we can maximize recycling 
and minimize contamination. Master Recyclers are an important part of 
this work because you can help your friends, neighbors and coworkers 
understand how to best use this system.

 DEEP DIVE 
Data drawn from  

DEQ’s Material Recovery and 
Waste Generation Survey Report 

(2015), available online.*

 DEEP DIVE 
To see the report look for Single-

family recycling and waste 
composition studies 2014-15. **
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Curbside education table at Washington Square Mall.

As individuals, we can move our community from being good at recycling 
to being really great at it. This chapter explains the residential curbside 
collection system for houses, duplexes, triplexes and fourplexes and how to 
make the most of it. 

The accepted materials for recycling in single-family homes and apartments 
are the same. But because the collection systems are different, larger unit 
settings are the subject of the next chapter. 

As a Master Recycler you will want to be familiar with both types of housing 
and their collection systems so that you can answer questions for everyone. 

This chapter will also discuss tips and tricks that can be implemented inside 
any type of household and dive into ways to recover material above and 
beyond what the curbside collection system can accommodate. These 
sections will be relevant to people who live in houses or apartments  
and townhouses. 
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Adopt-a-community

Another way to help is to commit to supporting a multifamily community’s 
recycling efforts over a period of time. If you’ve identified a multifamily 
community to adopt for the summer or longer term, your first action 
should be to contact the multifamily specialist who serves the area for 
this property. These specialists are listed later in this section. Every local 
government provides free educational materials including durable signs for 
collection sites, container stickers, posters, and resident brochures or door 
hangers. They also have bags for recycling collection. 

These specialists can provide a site visit and technical assistance. They can 
often also provide information about how to reach the property manager 
and any history of working with this manager on the property. 

The next steps will vary depending on the community. They 
may include, but are not limited to, any of the following:

 y Assessing the garbage and recycling situation and recommending 
changes to service.

 y Stickering and posting signs at garbage/recycling enclosures, 
community rooms, laundry rooms or mail centers.

 y Working with the hauler or property manager to shift container sizes, 
enclosures or locations. 

 y Monitoring recycling containers to identify contamination or measure 
increase in recycling or decrease in waste as a result of your actions.

 y Distributing educational materials. 

 y Conducting a one-on-one knock and talk. (You can contact the Master 
Recycler Program Coordinator if you would like to invite more Master 
Recyclers to help you with this effort).

 y Presenting at a resident meeting or facilitating a recycling and waste 
prevention discussion. 

 y Setting up a display or tabling at a resident event.

 y Coordinating a community yard/garage sale.

 y Coordinating a community recycling collection event.

 y Designing a community swap bulletin board.

 y Helping set up a community swap area.
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Clean-up, swap or reuse collection events 
These can be a great way to manage bulky items. A few tips about putting 
on a clean-up event at a multifamily community:

 y Contact the local jurisdiction specialist to tell them about your project. 
They can provide assistance with planning, funding ideas and/or 
outreach materials.

 y Read the Metro Community Cleanup Guide, available online.

RESOURCE
Find the Metro Community 

Cleanup Guide online

 y Create a team that includes a member of management, a facilities staff 
person, and at least one active member of the community. 

Washington County Master Recyclers have organized many of these types 
of events and share these tips based on their experience: Learn as much 
about the residents as possible. What are the primary languages spoken in 
the home? You will want to translate the information into the top two or 
three languages. Are there many families with children? If so, plan to include 
a kids activity to maximize participation. How do they prefer to receive 
information? Do not rely on Facebook if only 10 percent of the community 
has liked the community’s page.

Schedule your event to avoid other major events and to best serve your 
audience. A Saturday morning may not be the best if the residents are 
usually busy with other activities on Saturdays.

Be clear in advertising about what you want and don’t want. Have a plan for 
any unclaimed, leftover materials and use the event to advertise year-round 
recycling and reuse options to attendees.

Start by contacting the multifamily recycling coordinator in your area

City of Beaverton: City of Portland
Phone: 503-526-2665

Website: www.beavertonoregon.gov/recycling

Email: recyclingmail@beavertonoregon.gov

Phone: 503-823-7224

Website: www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/multifamily

Email: wasteinfo@portlandoregon.gov

Clackamas County Washington County
Phone: 503-742-4451

Website: www.clackamas.us/recycling/multifamily.html

Email: wasteinfo@clackamas.or.us

Phone: 503-846-3605

Website: www.WashingtonCountyRecycles.com

Email: recycle@co.washington.or.us

City of Gresham
Phone: 503-618-2525

Website: www.greshamoregon.gov/recycling/

Email: recycle@greshamoregon.gov
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Recess before lunch: a waste prevention strategy
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the School Nutrition Association, and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention have studied the timing of lunch in relation to recess to understand if children will eat or waste more 
food. Studies show that implementing recess-before-lunch (RbL) results in children consuming significantly 
more food during the lunch period and wasting significantly less food. Recess before lunch also increases the 
average student’s productivity levels post lunch. As noted in a study conducted by the University of Mississippi’s 
National Food Service Management Institute, “When students go to recess before lunch they do not rush through 
lunch and tend to eat a more well-balanced meal including more foods containing vitamins, such as milk, 
vegetables and fruits.”

When recess is before lunch, an average school’s student population:

 y Wastes less food (on average, a 27 to 40 percent decrease in waste).

 y Consumes as much as 35 percent more calcium and protein.

 y Decreases its number of post-recess nurse visits, for such issues such as 
headaches and stomachaches. 

 y Is calmer and ready to get to work immediately instead of needing 
cool-down time.

 y Increases its post-recess on-task classroom time. 

 y Decreases its discipline referrals.

 y Decreases the need for cafeteria-based supervision. 

 y Decreases the number of lunch break-related accidents. 

 y Generates less litter on school grounds and inside the school.

Several schools in the Hillsboro School District already implemented 
recess before lunch. Larger school districts will likely not have the same 
opportunity as lunch and recess are carefully timed between grades. 
However, in districts where it is possible, it is clear that recess before lunch 
is a win-win. 

How to get involved in district-wide 
programs
Whether you have an idea or concern or just want to get involved, 
discussions concerning efforts of this magnitude can be tricky, as they 
will most likely involve numerous people, mostly administration. The 
best approach is to start with your local resource as described in the 
first section of this chapter. They would know what might already be 
underway, what resources are available and how you might best connect 
with key decision makers.
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CONCLUSION

Working with schools and other youth groups is appealing to many Master 
Recyclers. Even though it is a cliché, youth are our collective future and it is 
vitally important that we educate them about recycling and sustainability.  
Projects focused on recycling, composting, and other sustainability efforts 
can be terrific ways not just to reduce waste at schools but also to engage 
young people in this work. Many of the strategies and resources that you 
would use in a school setting are similar to those you would use at an 
event or in residential settings. But there are important differences and 
special considerations and this chapter explored many of those. You now 
hopefully have a good sense of how to find a school to work with, how to 
establish effective relationships with key players, and how to find and use 
resources such as curriculum, presentations, and field trips. While many 
Master Recyclers are interested in working with one school, there are also 
opportunities to connect with district-wide initiatives focused on recycling 
and waste reduction. 
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CHAPTER 12 RESOURCEFUL LIVING

INTRODUCTION 

By making simple changes in our everyday choices, it is  
possible to consume in ways that benefit ourselves, our families 
and our communities.

In the sustainable consumption chapter we learned that there is a need 
on a systems level to shift not only how much we consume but also how 
we consume. Economic metrics currently focus on the movement of 
consumable products and the money exchanged. Research shows that 
such metrics do not do a good job of measuring satisfaction and whether 
basic needs are being met. The chapter described different ways that we 
can measure success so that it includes values such as the protection of our 
natural resources and improved quality of life for all people.

But what does this look like on a personal level? Are there ways that we 
can refocus our lives in the same way? The material world is an essential 
component of the human experience. Food, medicine, clothing, housing, 
art and books, all contribute to our well-being. But evidence mounts that 
the accumulation of material possessions, once our basic needs are met, 
does not help us feel more creative, connected, secure and healthy. There is 
indeed such a thing as enough when it comes to possessions. 

This chapter will focus on four broad strategies that have been shown to 
satisfy residents’ desires to save money, support the community, conserve 
natural resources and reduce climate emissions, all while enjoying more 
time with friends and family. The four broad strategies are: 1. reuse,  
2. borrow, rent or share, 3. fix and maintain and 4. buy smart. You will learn 
about how to find specific resources that will help you and your community 
practice these strategies.

This chapter will also share how Master Recyclers can focus payback hours 
on resourceful living by connecting people to these existing resources 
and organizing projects in your own communities that create even more 
opportunities to take these four actions.

Four strategies of 
resourceful living:

1. Reuse

2. Borrow, rent or share

3. Fix and maintain

4. Buy Smart
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REUSE

Upcycled or repurposed, second hand, salvage and vintage – all of these 
words essentially mean reuse, and reusing can save you money and space 
and avoid waste. Need clothes, storage solutions, back-to-school supplies 
or craft materials? Many of these items can easily be found at second-hand 
stores, or you may even have what you need on-hand but not recognize it. 

The easiest form of reuse is to use durable products instead of disposable 
products. We don’t usually think of using our dinner plates as reusing them, 
but when we are at a food cart our food is delivered in a disposable one 
time use container. We can reuse a coffee mug or water bottle, a take away 
container, and packaging for lunch at work. We can even use durable boxes 
for moving instead of cardboard boxes that need to be recycled.Reuse is about reusing something 

exactly as it was meant to be used 
without having to process it like we 
do for recycling. Reuse can also be 
about thinking differently about the 
objects around us and seeing if they 
can meet new needs.

TERM

Purchase reused
Explore our region’s many second-hand stores to find new-to-you clothing, 
furniture, electronics, household or craft items, salvaged building materials 
and more.

It is important to close the loop with reuse. To fully recycle we don’t just 
place recyclables in the cart, we must also make a market for those recycled 
products by purchasing products that are made from recycled material. The 
same is true for reuse. Some reuse organizations are about getting materials 
to communities who do not have the resources to purchase new, but many 
of the organizations that we donate to also depend on the resale of reused 
materials to help with operation costs. The reuse business community is 
entirely about the resale of products so they need customers. If we want to 
see the reuse community (be it non-profit or for-profit) thrive we must see 
them as not just a place to donate but also a place to get what we need. 
Free Geek, SCRAP, and the Community Warehouse are non-profits that serve 
important purposes in our community. They also all have shops packed 
with all sorts of treasures!

Non-profit and for-profit resale shops exist in all parts of our region. Do 
some internet searching using phrases like: resale, vintage, consignment, 
second hand and gently used. 
You will find places to buy used 
furniture, tools, an electrical cord, 
clothes and baby accessories. Also, 
check your local library to find out 
when their next book sale will take 
place and find reading treasures 
while you support an important 
resource in the community.

RESOURCE
 yFree Geek provides free 
computers, technology and 
education to people who would 
not otherwise have access 
through the reuse and recycling 
of old computers. 

 ySCRAP inspires creative  
reuse and art through 
community education projects 
and the creative reuse and 
donation center. 

 yCommunity Warehouse is 
Oregon’s only furniture bank. 
They provide gently used 
household items to people 
transitioning back into housing 
and have locations in Northeast 
Portland and Tualatin.



 SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS  •  CHAPTER 13 TOxICS

MASTER REC YCLER PROGRAM HANDBOOK 3:13:3

PROBLEMS WITH CURRENT POLICY 

While chemicals and advances in chemistry have greatly improved our lives and welfare, certain 
kinds of chemicals can also have negative effects both on people and the environment. For example, 
some chemicals can pose serious risks if they are ingested or inhaled, some chemicals are known to 
cause cancer, and some chemicals are hazardous to the atmosphere. Unfortunately, because of the 
way the chemical industry is regulated, we know very little about most chemicals. In fact, we only 
know a good amount about just a handful of chemicals. 

The federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has access to only limited information about potential health 
or environmental hazards. And manufacturers have the right to withhold what they consider to be confidential 
business information. Because of this lack of information, in many instances it is impossible for EPA to determine 
whether a chemical is safe or whether it poses a risk. With a weak federal regulatory structure, industry has little 
incentive to develop safer alternatives.

Although legislation has been introduced recently in the U.S. House and Senate to strengthen the enforcement 
capacities of the 35-year-old Toxic Substances Control Act, progress in federal policy reform is slow and thus far 
inadequate to protect human health and environmental quality.

A brief overview of current federal regulations governing chemicals and regulatory shortcomings will help set the 
stage for exploring possible state and local solutions.

 DEEP DIVE 
More information about the 

Toxic Substances Control 
Act (TSCA) is available on  

the EPA’s website.

 y Primary weaknesses: It has never been significantly amended, is badly 
flawed, and fails to provide adequate information to regulators. Under 
the law, EPA must prove that a chemical poses an unreasonable risk to 
public health or the environment before it can be regulated. The law 
allowed 62,000 chemicals to remain on the market without testing 
when it first passed. In more than 30 years, the EPA has only required 
testing for about 200 of those chemicals, and has partially regulated just 
five. The rest have never been fully assessed for toxic impacts on human 
health and the environment. For the 22,000 chemicals introduced since 
1976, chemical manufacturers have provided little or no information to 
the EPA regarding their potential health or environmental impacts.

FEDERAL REGULATIONS
It is well documented that federal chemicals policy has not been effective 
in assessing chemical hazards or controlling chemicals of concern. Since the 
printing of this handbook, Congress passed reform legislation. Visit the EPA 
website to learn more.

Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 (TSCA) 
TSCA provides EPA with authority to require reporting, record-keeping 
and testing, and to restrict chemical substances and/or mixtures. Certain 
substances are generally excluded from TSCA, including, among others, 
food, drugs, cosmetics and pesticides. 

 DEEP DIVE 
To learn more about what you 
can do about chemical policy  

and to follow recent proposals, 
visit the Environmental Defense 

Act website.
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The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)  
FIFRA provides federal control of pesticide distribution, sale and use. All 
pesticides used in the United States must be registered (licensed) by EPA. 
Registration assures that pesticides will be properly labeled and that, if used 
in accordance with specifications, they will not cause unreasonable harm to 
the environment. Use of each registered pesticide must be consistent with 
use directions contained on the label or labeling. 

 y Primary weaknesses: Provisions that restrict or prohibit information 
disclosure about the pesticide and pesticide application (for example, 
chemical composition or location of use) on the grounds that this is 
confidential business information.

The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act of 1938 (FFDCA)  
FFDCA is a set of laws that authorizes the Food and Drug Administration to 
oversee the safety, effectiveness and marketing of foods, drugs, cosmetics 
and medical devices. The law has been amended many times. 

CHEMICALS REFORM: EMERGING SOLUTIONS 

In the absence of adequate federal regulations, other countries, states and even the chemistry profession itself, 
have been developing new and promising ways to tackle problems associated with chemicals. 

European Union 
In Europe, policy developments have, with a nod to the precautionary principle, shifted the burden of proof away 
from government and onto industry. The European Union’s Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction 
of Chemicals (REACH) regulatory framework requires registration by producers and users for an estimated 30,000 
chemicals. Canada has also developed a Domestic Substances List that identifies more than 4,300 chemicals 
requiring further investigation for potential risks. This is great news for consumers worldwide as much of the 
information gathered from these programs will be universally accessible. 

States, local and tribal governments
Recognizing the backlog in assessment and regulatory action at the federal level, a number of states have taken 
action. Of particular note are California’s Green Chemistry Initiative, Washington’s Children’s Safe Product Act of 
2008, and Massachusetts’ Toxic Use Reduction Initiative.

The Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse (IC2) has worked to coordinate these state efforts. The IC2 is an association 
of state, local, and tribal governments that promotes a clean environment, healthy communities, and a vital 
economy through the development and use of safer chemicals and products. The goals of the IC2 are to:

 y Avoid duplication and enhance efficiency and effectiveness of agency initiatives on chemicals through 
collaboration and coordination.

 DEEP DIVE 
More information about 

the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, Rodenticide  

Act (FIFRA) is available on  
the EPA’s website. 

 DEEP DIVE 
More information about the 
Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act(FFDCA) is 

available on the EPA’s website.

 y Primary weaknesses: FDA lacks sufficient resources to handle the number of violations it encounters. The FDA 
has come to rely heavily on the cosmetic industry to regulate itself. FDA regulation under the Act has primarily 
been limited to regulation of cosmetic products after their release into the marketplace; neither products nor 
ingredients are reviewed or approved before they are sold to the public.
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Another way to determine what you should try to achieve is by contacting 
the vendors and asking them what they plan to bring and hand handout 
to participants. You can also ask them about their own waste. Do they prep 
food on site? Do they end up with a lot of cardboard after their boxes are 
emptied of literature? 

Draft a proposal and meet with event planners to 
develop a plan

Decide on goals. What materials are you going to capture and how 
much? Do you want to set a goal of the percent of volume of garbage 
reduction or bottles captured? How will you know you were successful? 

Define roles. For example, who in the organization will arrange, sign and 
manage the contract with the hauler after you make recommendations? 
Who do you contact to talk about volunteer needs? Who will be removing 
full bags of material and hauling them to larger containers for haulers 
(this will likely be the volunteers with your leadership)? Are you allowed to 
contact vendors ahead of time directly or can you include your messages 
with the other messages that go to them? 

Secure a budget. It is crucial to be clear that you have the funding 
assigned to costs related to waste management. Sometimes event 
coordinators forget to include this in their budget planning. 

Create a site map. This map can include containers and locations for 
larger waste containers to store waste before pickup. You should share this 
map with everyone involved. Identify places where food, boxes and other 
types of waste will accumulate. 

Organize and execute

Arrange for pickup.
If there is not already an onsite hauler, contact one to secure larger 
containers, work out logistics, clarify recovery goals and arrange for pick-
up of the garbage and/or recovered material. (You may end up having a 
separate plan for some or all of the recovered material.) In Portland you can 
look in the phone book or talk to other Master Recyclers to find haulers that 
give good prices and services. 

Everywhere else in the region, commercial haulers are franchised and you 
will need to call the local jurisdiction to find out who is the hauler that 
serves the area where the event is located. 

You can contact the Metro Recycling Information Hotline 503-234-3000 
or  www.oregonmetro.gov, Find a recycler for recycling and Find a hauler 
to find the hauler in the area of the event. From Far West Recycling to your 
local pig farmer, you can be creative in finding places to bring materials  
for recovery. 

Food courts are common places 
for waste
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Don’t forget you can make money from the bottle returns
The BottleDrop Fundraiser Blue Bag program is the best option for returning 
bottles and cans for redemption after events because they are set up to 
handle large volumes. It’s simple: Fill up a blue fundraiser BottleDrop bag 
with your Oregon redeemable bottles and cans, drop it off at your local 
Redemption Center, and your refund will be credited to your BottleDrop 
Account within 48 hours. No lines, no machines, no waiting, no problem.

Event containers, signs and other assistance
Some parts of the region have special programs to help community event 
organizations with material recovery. These services are not available in all 
parts of the region so it is important to look for the options in the location 
of your event. If your community is not listed below, start with the Recycle 
at Work (www.recycleatwork.org) specialist in your area to get help with 
ideas for signs and containers.

Clackamas County Event Recycling Program
Provides community organizations free event recycling assistance, 
clearstream containers and signage for bottle and can recycling at events 
that take place within Clackamas County. 

Contact: Rita Hale 503-557-6363, wasteinfo@clackamas.us

City of Gresham
Provides free clearstream containers and signage for community events  
in Gresham. 

Contact: Cherie Ludwig, 503.618.2518 cherie.ludwig@greshamoregon.gov 

City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability,  
Event Recycling Program
Provides community organizations free event recycling technical 
assistance, check lists, and containers and signage for events that take 
place within the city of Portland. 

Contact: 503-725-5147, www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/events

Volunteers 
Ask the event coordinators to include your recovery plan needs in their 
volunteer recruitment plans and task assignments. Be sure that they provide 
enough volunteers for the cleanup crew. There is a lot to do at the end of 
the day! Also make sure they let the volunteers know if they will be doing 
cleanup so that they dress accordingly. Green Team t-shirts or aprons are 
a nice way to mark the volunteers. They can post announcements for 
volunteers at these free web programs: Hands on Portland, CNRG, Craig’s 
List and volunteer match. You can search on the Internet to find them. 

You can send an email to the Master Recycler Coordinator to post an 
announcement to invite other Master Recyclers to help with planning, 
volunteer and vendor training. Remember they cannot staff recycling/
composting stations (masterrecycler@portlandoregon.gov). 
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INTRODUCTION

As a Master Recycler, you have access to many kinds of literature and displays to supplement 
your outreach activities. There is really no need to spend your time creating flyers, signs, brochures 
or displays. We have it all for you! We even have fun giveaways such as bags, stickers, pencils, and 
temporary tattoos. Our partners are excited about sharing these resources with you, because they 
know that people are more likely to use them and possibly change their behavior when a real person 
in the community presents them. 

Below is the most current list and the contacts for displays and literature. Some are general to the region, while 
others are jurisdiction-specific. You are welcome to contact these people, your mentor, or the Master Recycler 
Program Coordinator if you want advice on what to check out. www.masterrecycler.org also lists these resources. 
If this version of the handbook is more than a year old you may want to see if there are new resources available to 
you on the web.

These kits can include a canopy, table and chairs if your outreach site does not already provide them. Be sure and 
request them if you need them. It is standard to include tablecloths, pens, tape, string and paperweights, but you 
can also ask about other items you think you might need. Some of these items are heavy or awkward. You can also 
request to have just parts of the kit so you can transport it by bus or bike. Presentations may only require parts of 
the kits as well.

Questions to consider when checking out equipment and materials:

 y How many attendees are expected at the event, and what quantity of materials will you need?

 y Will the audience at your event want a lot of a particular type of information — such as materials in a particular 
language or more materials about green cleaners?

 y Do you need to borrow a canopy, table and chairs, or will the event organizers provide them?

 y Is the event outdoors or indoors?

 y What is the weather forecast? (hot sun needs a canopy as much as a rainy day)

 y Do you have enough room to put screens or display stands next to your table, behind your table or on top of 
your table?

 y Do you want an activity at the table or will you just provide information, answer questions, or engage people 
as they come by?

 y Can you drop off equipment and materials near where you set up or will you have to carry them and if so how 
far? Will you need to borrow a cart to transport your materials?

 y When can you pick up and drop off equipment and materials? (Often this is only possible during  
business hours.)
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RESIDENTIAL CURBSIDE RECYCLING AND COMPOSTING KITS

City of Beaverton Recycling and Garbage
Beaverton City Hall, 12725 SW Millikan Way

Contact: Elizabeth Cole, 503-526-2665, ecole@BeavertonOregon.gov

Key messages: What goes in the commingled cart, what 
doesn’t. Glass on the side. No plastic bags.

Includes:  y Recycling yes/no display boards

 y Sample materials (commingled 
items, glass recycling and some 
garbage items)

Literature:  y Every Day is Recycling Day flyers 

 y Master Recycler post cards

Clackamas County Recycling and Garbage
150 Beavercreek Road, Oregon City

Clackamas table top displays for recycling and garbage Game wheel

Contact: Stacy Ludington, 503-742-4463, sludington@co.clackamas.or.us

Key messages: What goes in recycling and garbage carts. Glass on the Side. No Plastic Bags. Only four types of 
plastic are accepted. Think ‘size’ and ‘shape’. When in doubt throw it out.

Includes:  y Recycling table top display

 y Garbage table top display
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Optional:  y Paper Recycling yes/no board and stand

 y Plastics Recycling yes/no board and stand

 y Four brightly colored View-Masters™ with slides about Waste Prevention, Food Waste 
Prevention, Toxics, and Backyard Composting. (image in Master Recycler section)

 y Wheel of fortune to spin and ask questions related to recycling, toxics, energy 
savings, reduce, reuse and greener cleaners 

Literature:  y Residential Recycle guides

 y Reduce, Reuse, Recycle guide

 y Recycling Depot Lists

 y Master Recycler post cards

 y  Kid’s recycle coloring booklets

 y Prizes: temporary tattoos, window clings and magnets

Clackamas yes/no boards for curbside paper and plastic recyclables
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City of Portland Be Cart Smart: Every Cart Plays Its Part
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland

Portland Be Cart Smart banner and game Portland Be Cart Smart renter display and foodscrap container

Contact: Alicia Polacok 503-823-7107, alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov

Key messages: Curbside collection service in Portland includes weekly yard debris and food scraps, weekly 
recycling and every-other-week garbage pickup. Sign up for pick up day notifications. Include 
the food! Collect all food, including meat, bones, dairy and grains, in your kitchen collection 
container and empty it into the green roll cart. No plastic bags; keep glass on the side. 

Includes:  y Be Cart Smart floor banner

 y Renter information display and foodscrap container

 y Bring your bag window sticker table top display

 y Tablecloth, clicker and pens 

Optional:  y Be Cart Smart Game: Dry erase sign with images of containers, metal easels, game 
piece items to sort with magnet on back

 y Master Recycler banner

 y Yes, no kit: Box of real examples of materials that can be used to discuss what goes in 
garbage and recycling (compost options not available because they rot, but you could 
bring some) 

 y Four brightly colored View-Masters™ with slides about Waste Prevention, Food Waste 
Prevention, Toxics, and Backyard Composting

Literature:  y Curbside Collection Guide, Renter Guide, Multifamily guide (come in five languages)

 y Include the Food stickers

 y Bring Your Bag window clings

 y Oregon E-Cycles

 y Plastics recycling flyers

 y Metro magnets and Junk Mail Kit

 y Master Recycler post cards
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Washington County Recycling, Waste Prevention and Toxics
Location: 155 N First Ave Suite 160, Hillsboro 

Reminder App display Washington County table top and floor banners Spin wheel and prizes

Contact: Neil Green-Clancey, 503-846-3658, neil_green-clancey@co.washington.or.us

Key messages: What goes in recycling and garbage carts and what doesn’t; glass on the side. No plastic bags. 
Sign up for pick up day notifications. Take toxics and needles to their proper place. Avoid toxics 
by using greener cleaners. 

Includes:  y Garbage and Recycling Day Display. Choose between table-top banner (to be used 
indoors only) or floor-standing banner (can be used indoors or outdoors)

 y Durable Rolling kit with supplies

Optional:  y Garbage and Recycling Day Spin wheel and prizes

 y A variety of literature display stands 

 y Four brightly colored View-Masters™ with slides about Waste Prevention, Food Waste 
Prevention, Toxics, and Backyard Composting

 y Master Recycler banner

Literature:  y Waste reduction tip sheets and residential recycling brochures

 y RecycleWise newsletters

 y Metro magnets

 y Coloring books, Spanish and English

Washington County rolling kit Washington County display racks
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SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION

City of Portland Resourceful PDX Kit 
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland

Contact: Alicia Polacok 503-823-7107, alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov

Key messages: Ideas for making simple changes in everyday choices. Save More, Live More. Share tips and resources so people can 1) Buy 
smart, 2) Reuse, 3) Borrow & Share and 4) Fix & Maintain. These actions can help save money, support the community, 
conserve natural resources and leave people with more time to enjoy with friends and family. Life transitions (moves, 
having a child) are good times to seek alternatives. 

Includes:  y Pop-up banner

 y Interactive map display with a focus on four categories to show where 
people can go for resources and how to use them

 y Color coded pieces and dry erase pens 

 y Table top displays for each topic and Bring Your Bag 

 y Tablecloth, pens, clicker, and paper weights 

Optional:  y Resourceful PDX game. In the game, people match objects in order to 
think more about the four categories of resourceful pdx: Buy Smart, Reuse, 
Share or Repair. If you don’t live in Portland, you can still check out the kit 
without the Portland-focused literature.

Literature:  y Resourceful PDX brochure and four transition inserts

 y Durable lunch kit flyer

 y Bring Your Bag window clings, Metro magnets
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Remodel It Green!
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland

Contact: Alicia Polacok, 503-823-7107, alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov

Key messages: Talk to your contractor about reduce, reuse, and recycling. Construction, 
demolition and remodeling is the fastest growing waste stream in Oregon, 
Green building is beautiful. Live in the house that is right-sized for you. 

Includes:  y Table top Remodel it Green display (uses whole table)

 y Table cloth, pens, clicker, paper weights 

Literature:  y Metro Construction Salvage and Recycling kit

 y Portland Nuts and Bolts Management Guide

Washington County Cup-a-day and Water Bottle displays
155 N 1st Ave, Suite 160, Hillsboro

Contact: Brian Stafki, 503-846-3651, Brian_Stafki@co.washington.or.us

Key messages: A one-piece container that shows the impacts of taking a travel mug 
instead of using a new cup for coffee every day. Great to display in  
your office. 

Includes:  y Waste reduction tip sheets and residential recycling brochures

 y RecycleWise newsletters

 y Metro magnets

GREENER CLEANER KITS

Clackamas County Green Cleaner
150 Beavercreek Rd, Oregon City

Contact: Stacy Ludington, 503-742-4463, sludington@co.clackamas.or.us

Key Message: Reduce toxic chemicals at home by using simple, household ingredients to 
make safe cleaners. Safe disposal of toxics is important. 

Includes:  y Green cleaner display board (small or large boards available)

 y Examples of simple cleaners

Optional:  y Supplies for making greener cleaners (soft scrub, glass cleaner) 

 y Non-toxic ant bait to give away. 

Literature:  y Green Cleaner Recipe booklets

 y Household Hazardous Waste flyers

 y Metro coupons for disposal of toxics

 y Hazardless Home Handbook

 y Metro magnets
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City of Portland Greener Cleaner
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland

Contact: Alicia Polacok 503-823-7107, alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov

Key messages: Keep your family safe, simplify how you clean. Read warning labels. Dispose of toxics and needles properly. 

Includes:  y Tabletop display, basket with basic greener cleaner kit (with sign: 
all you need to clean your house)

 y Signs for problem cleaners and their alternatives

 y Mr. Yuck stickers and dangerous cleaner bottles

Literature:  y Greener Cleaner recipe book

 y Household Hazardous Handbook: Take on Toxics (TOTS) – 10 easy 
steps to reduce toxics

 y Schedule for Metro’s community household hazardous material 
collection events

 y What to do with needles

 y Metro magnets

 y Stickers with recipes for making your own cleaners

Materials available in Spanish and English.

Washington County Green Cleaner
155 N 1st Ave, Suite 160, Hillsboro

Contact: Brian Stafki, 503-846-3651, Brian_Stafki@co.washington.or.us

Key messages: Many cleaners are unhealthy for you and your family. There are simple and 
safe alternatives that can save you money. Read warning labels.

Includes:  y Non-toxic ingredients, recipes, and descriptions of each 
ingredient and its cleaning properties.

 y A receipt listing the total cost of the ingredients shows how cost-
effective green cleaners can be! 

(Note: this kit weighs about 15 pounds.)
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FOOD WASTE PREVENTION KITS

City of Beaverton Eat Smart, Waste Less
Beaverton City Hall, 12725 SW Millikan Way

Contact: Elizabeth Cole, 503-526-2665, ecole@BeavertonOregon.gov

Key message: Americans waste 20% of their food. Learn simple tips to save money and stop food waste. SMART STORAGE – keep fruits 
and vegetables fresh by storing them correctly. 

Call to action: Take the Eat Smart, Waste Less Challenge. Ask people to take the pledge to reduce their food waste at home. It’s a 4-week 
challenge where they will receive one email a week with tips and tricks to reduce their food waste. If they complete the 
survey at the end of the four weeks they will receive a reusable produce bag.

Includes:  y Table sign

 y Eat Smart, Waste Less table banner

 y “How much food do we waste?” interactive game

 y Pledge forms

 y Produce bags and food storage containers for display only 

Literature:  y Half-sheet food storage guide

 y Food storage guide magnets 

Clackamas County Reduce Food Waste
150 Beavercreek Road, Oregon City

Contact: Stacy Ludington, 503-742-4463, sludington@co.clackamas.or.us

Key messages: Prevent good food from going to waste. 
Easy steps for proper food storage and 
resources to reduce wasted food.

Includes:  y Storage bag

 y Model of a mini-fridge and basket

 y Basket of fruits and veggies

Literature:  y Fridge Storage flyer

 y Fruit & Vegetable Storage half sheet

 y ood Preservation flyers and cards



4:21:10 MASTER REC YCLER PROGRAM HANDBOOK

MASTER REC YCLER VOLuNTEERS  •  CHAPTER 21 DiSPLAYS AND LiTERATuRE

City of Portland Climate Action Now (CAN): Food Choices
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland 

Contact: Bill Beamer, 503-823-5629, William.Beamer@portlandoregon.gov

Key messages: We can all play a part in reducing climate change. There are five areas of focus in Portland CAN. This table focuses on Food 
Choices. Three waste prevention strategies: meal planning and shopping lists to buy only what is needed; proper storage 
to keep food fresh and tasty; and ways to make sure food at home is eaten before going to waste.

Includes:  y CAN table and floor banners

 y CAN Food Storage game board, easel and game pieces with hints/tips on the back

 y Food Storage Tips Quick Reference and A-Z

 y Food Storage Guide List (for display only)

 y  Infographic on climate change 

Literature:  y Food Planning Tips Guide sheet: 
features a shopping list, weekly meal 
planner and references portlandcan.org 
for mobile apps

 y Storage Guide sheets: Fruit and 
Vegetable; Meat, Poultry and Fish; 
Cheese and Grains 

 y Tips for Stretching Perishables sheet: 
including an “EAT THIS FIRST” sign for a 
refrigerator shelf or container for food 
that needs to be eaten soon 

 y Pledge cards

Washington County Eat Smart, Waste Less Challenge
155 N 1st Ave, Suite 160, Hillsboro

Contact: Neil Green-Clancey, 503- 846-3658, neil_green-clancey@co.washington.or.us

Key message: By making small shifts in how we shop, prepare and store food, we waste less, save money and conserve the valuable 
resources associated with food production.

Call to action: Pledge to practice what we call SMART Storage. After taking the pledge, they can receive a SMART storage magnet 
guide. If they want more information, but aren’t ready to commit, they can receive a SMART storage guide card. For more 
information on the Challenge visit www.EatSmartWasteLess.com

Includes:  y Food storage magnet game board with easel and magnetic food pieces with tips on back

 y Floor banner and two small tabletop message displays

 y Chalkboard Activity

Optional:  y Spin wheel and prizes

Literature:  y Fridge Storage flyer

 y Fruit and Vegetable Storage half sheet

 y Food Preservation flyers and cards

Props:  y Four pieces of food to accompany the Eat Smart, Waste Less presentation.

Power Point:  y Go online to the Master Recycler kits page to download the Power Point presentation
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Party Kit  y Go online to the Master Recyclers kits page to find the Just Eat it Movie Viewing Party Screening Took Kit 
guide and a flyer template for recruitment

 y Includes prizes for a drawing

 y Laptop and projector available upon request

Washington County Eat Smart/Waste Less table, food storage board, spin wheel with prizes and with a case and activity chalkboard

BACKYARD COMPOST AND WORM COMPOSTING

Portland Backyard Compost/Wormbin 
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100, Portland

Contact:  Alicia Polacok 503-823-7107, alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov 

Key messages: Backyard composting and worm bins help your garden and houseplants grow. Backyard composting is easy. Food that 
breaks down in the landfill produces methane which is a potent greenhouse gas. (Note: this kit does not include a 
wormbin. You can bring your own to embellish on the kit). 

Includes:  y Miniature model compost bin

 y Tablecloth with worms

 y Colorful magnifying glasses

 y Signage on composting and worm bins

(Must supply your own worm bin.)

Literature:  y It’s Easy to Make Your Own Compost

 y Natural Garden magnet and Guide

 y Basic compost bin construction flyer

 y Worm Bin Basics

(Note: all of these are Metro publications.)
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METRO RESOURCES

The Metro Recycling Information Center (RIC) provides publications on regional topics such as toxics reduction and 
collection and backyard compost and worm bins. You can go to the RIC during their business hours and check out 
any of this literature for free. Ask about Metro magnets as well! 

Contact: 503-234-3000

Publications: Find a list of publications and the Metro Recycling Information Center Publications Order Form online. 

Metro’s Recycle Fortune Wheel 
600 NE Grand, Portland

Contact: Darwin Eustaquio, 503-797-1522, Darwin.Eustaquio@oregonmetro.gov

Key messages: Includes English and Spanish questions (for different age groups) in the 
following topic areas: recycling, waste prevention, natural resources, 
and toxics. After the kid spins the while you look up your question and 
answer depending on their age and language.

Literature:  y Metro education specialists have prizes for kids.

 y Go to RIC to select the literature you’d like. They should also 
have recycling guides for the City where you plan to volunteer, 
but if they don’t use the lists above to add that. 

Metro’s Healthy Homes Bubbles Display
600 NE Grand, Portland

Contact: The owner of this kit rotates so please call the Metro Recycling 
information Center to find the current person who is doing healthy 
homes outreach. 503-234-3000.

Key Messages: Avoid using pesticides and toxics in and around the home through 
integrated pest management and green cleaners.

Literature: Choose from the publications listed in the Metro Publications form 
online or ask the contact to include whatever materials they use for 
this kit.
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MASTER RECYCLER PROGRAM 

There are a number of resources available that are specific to the Master Recycler Program. Each partner should 
have Master Recycler postcards that help promote the program. Below are also display options you can request. 

View Masters
Available at the Clackamas, Portland and Washington County locations.
Looking for a new way to spice up your table display? Lizzy Oedell (Class 53), who works at Image3D, spent some 
of her payback time making new ViewMasters using slides and messages from the latest class. There are four 
topic areas: Waste Prevention, Food Waste Prevention, Toxics, and Backyard Composting.  

Master Recycler Banners
Available at the Clackamas, Portland and Washington 
County locations.
Some partners include this banner in every kit. Some do not. If you 
would like to ensure that you have one in your kit, please request it 
from your contact. 
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Master Recycler Display Board
Available with any Portland kit. 
Help promote the Master Recycler Program by including this display in your kit. 

CONCLUSION

This chapter offers an overview of the wealth of resources — literature, educational aids, displays, and other 
materials — that you can use in your outreach work. These resources continue to change and evolve so it pays to 
check regularly to see if there are new materials that could help you. As a Master Recycler you are most likely to 
have success by focusing on outreach, presentations and individual communication, rather than on creating flyers 
and other literature.

Didn’t find what you are looking for? You are always welcome to mix and match these materials and embellish with 
your own ideas or materials. If you have an idea for something new, you can talk it over with the jurisdiction in your 
area or with the Master Recycler program coordinator. 
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CHAPTER 22 PLACES TO VOLUNTEER 

INTRODUCTION 

From art to building salvage, fixing to sharing, composting demonstrations to staffing an 
information booth, there is a niche in just about every corner of the tri-county area for a Master 
Recycler. People in this region are excited to have Master Recyclers join in because they know that 
you know your stuff. Many organizations will make announcements in the monthly newsletter and 
Master Recycler volunteer calendar online. But they also welcome the Master Recycler who takes the 
initiative to contact them.

This chapter is devoted to Master Recyclers who would like to find a spot where they can settle in and do some 
deeper volunteer work. It is a listing of organizations or projects where Master Recyclers have become regulars. 
Some of them are one-time events that Master Recyclers return to participate in year after year. Some of them are 
organizations that need your expertise for a one-time special project. Some have on-going projects that need a 
committed volunteer to take the lead. You will learn about the organization mission, how Master Recyclers have 
gotten involved in the past, and the contact information. It is up to you what you do next. You can decide to jump 
in with some of the existing projects or contact an organization and say that you want to use your special talents 
and see if they have a need for you. 

YOUR LOCAL JURISDICTION

During the class, you will have met the staff from the jurisdiction that hosted that particular class and learned about 
how Master Recyclers can participate in their campaigns. Previous chapters have also discussed many of the local 
government campaigns by topic. This is a listing of all of the local jurisdictions’ major campaigns and projects so 
that you can see them at a glance.

City of Beaverton
Elizabeth Cole ecole@BeavertonOregon.gov 503-526-2665

 y Multi-family knock and talk outreach

 y Beaverton Information Booth on Residential Solid Waste and Recycling

 y Eat Smart, Waste Less tabling and presentations (food waste prevention)

 y Adopt a multifamily housing community
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Clackamas County
Stacy Ludington, 503-742-4463, sludington@co.clackamas.or.us

 y Clackamas County Information Booth on Residential Solid Waste and Recycling and toxics reduction

 y Multifamily knock and talk outreach

 y Recycle at Work outreach

City of Gresham
Shaunna Sutcliffe-Shadle, 503-618-2694, shaunna.sutcliffe@greshamoregon.gov 

 y Gresham Information Booth on Residential Solid Waste and Recycling

 y Eat Smart, Waste Less tabling

 y Adopt a multifamily housing community

 y Earth Day E-waste Collection Event

City of Portland 
Alicia Polacok, 503-823-7101 alicia.polacok@portlandoregon.gov 

 y Be Cart Smart (Residential recycling and composting information booth)

 y Resourceful PDX (Information booth that promotes reuse, fix and maintain, sharing and buying smart)

Bill Beamer, 503-823-5629, william.beamer@portlandoregon.gov 

 y Portland CAN: Food Waste Prevention booth

 y Fix-it Fair: three winter events each year where low income communities learn about energy savings. Master 
Recyclers staff about 5 booths at these events.

Kyenne Williams, 503-823-5054, kyenne.williams@portlandoregon.gov 

 y Multifamily presentations and information booth

 y Special project assistance

 y Adopt a multifamily housing community

Lindsey Maser, 503-823-7553, lindsey.maser@portlandoregon.gov 

 y Sustainability at Work presentation speaker’s pool. Provide presentations on recycling at a local business. 

Washington County
Brian Stafki, 503-846-3651, brian_stafki@co.washington.or.us

 y Eat Smart, Waste Less information booth and community presentations

Heather Robinson, 503-846-3660, heather_robinson@co.washington.or.us 

 y Multi-family knock and talk outreach

 y Adopt a multifamily housing community
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Oregon Brewers’ Festival and Northwest Organic Brewers’ Festival
Mitzi Sugar, SweetGreenEvents@gmail.com 

Description: These two festivals celebrate our local breweries in fun outdoor events that each lasts 5 days and 
draws over 20,000 attendees. They are committed to sustainability goals in the operations of the event and so have 
hired Master Recycler Mentor Mitzi Sugar (Class 44) to plan and implement the waste management, resulting in an 
impressive recovery rate at each event. This is a great opportunity to learn about recovery from one of the best! 

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Train and supervise the Green Team volunteers to ensure that recycling and composting are well implemented.

Things that don’t count as payback:

 y Master Recyclers cannot stand at waste stations and direct participants to sort waste, nor can they haul waste 
as their primary role. It is okay if you end up doing some of this work as part of a leadership role.

Oregon Green Schools
oregongreenschools.org 

Mission Statement: Oregon Green School is dedicated to energizing and engaging students through student-driven 
activities that advance their understanding and ownership of sustainability. Oregon Green Schools is helping with 
programs to recycle, reduce waste, save energy and conserve water with:

 y Hands-on assistance.

 y Curriculum and funding resources.

 y Recognition and events.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Use the OGS Certification process to get your local school certified. 

 y Help OGS recruit schools in the region.

 y Provide assistance to several schools in the region.

Oregon Zoo Education Center
Amanda.Greenvoss@oregonzoo.org 503-220-5757

Description: The Oregon Zoo is building a new Education Center, scheduled to open in March 2017. The Center 
will provide the Zoo’s 1.6 million annual visitors with multiple avenues of learning about nature and conservation. 
The Center houses a number of different spaces to incorporate learning for zoo visitors, classes, summer camps, 
community presentations and regional meetings. 

Ways Master Recyclers can volunteer: 

 y This is a new partnership, but we envision several ways you can get involved: staff an information kiosk on any 
of the Master Recycler topics, offer a classroom presentation or help act as a lead to coordinate other Master 
Recyclers to offer regular presentations and tables. Zoo special events during concerts or other parts of the Zoo 
have also been popular ways for Master Recyclers to participate at the Zoo.
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Rebuilding Center
3625 N. Mississippi Ave. Portland 97227 | www.rebuildingcenter.org/volunteer 

Mission Statement: We offer affordable used building and remodeling materials with the goal to promote the use of 
salvaged and reclaimed materials — a non-profit resource to strengthen environmental, economic and social fabric of 
local communities. As a community building organization, we have inverted the volunteer model and would love to hear 
how we can serve you and expand your ambitions and skill sets.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Receive training on Rebuilding Center programs and staff information booths at the region-wide home and 
garden and remodeling tradeshows (mostly at the Convention Center and Expo Center in NE and N Portland) 
to promote purchasing of salvaged materials and deconstruction options right when people are thinking 
about making changes to their home.

 y Help with the newsletter, blog or website.

 y Join their volunteer leaders program.

 y Collect stories of creative reuse for their website and community board. 

Things that don’t count as payback:

 y Helping with inventory in the warehouse.

Recycling Advocates
www.recyclingadvocates.org 

Mission Statement: Recycling Advocates is a grassroots group of activists dedicated to creating a sustainable future 
through local efforts to reduce, reuse, and recycle. Recycling Advocates’ efforts create change in the state house, city halls 
and your home. Together we can advance recycling and waste reduction. They focus on Product Stewardship, The Plastic 
Bag Ban, the Bottle Bill and other advocacy.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Work with companies’ Green Teams to inspire coworkers to think of waste prevention ideas dealing with 
lunchtime choices (food carts, GoBox, BYOs, etc.) and in other aspects of their daily activities.

 y The Oregon Legislature convenes in February. Help us target and track environmentally sensitive legislation 
through the house and senate.

 y Become a Board Member. 

 y Write newsletter articles.

Repair Fair
repairpdx.org (Portland and Gresham) | repairfair.org/ (Beaverton to Hillsboro)

Description: Repair Fairs or Repair Cafés are events where volunteers with “fixing” skills help others fix broken 
items. Volunteers may be able to repair small appliances like blenders or coffee makers, jewelry, bikes or clothing 
that needs a new button or a zipper fix. Good things can happen at a Repair Fair, including: meeting new people, 
learning useful skills and keeping items in use.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Help organize a Repair Café.

 y Assist with public orientation and entry.

 y Teach people how to repair.
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Reuse Alliance Oregon Chapter
www.facebook.com/ReuseAllianceOR 

Mission Statement: The Reuse Alliance is a national chapter organization that educates the public about the social, 
environmental, and economic benefits of reuse by providing capacity-building services that strengthen the reuse 
community. The Oregon Chapter organizes reuse events, coordinates local advocacy, and educates Oregonians on the 
importance of reuse.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Join the board and help organize and advocate for the reuse community in Oregon.

Scrap
1736 SW Alder St., Portland | www.scrapaction.org 

Mission Statement: Inspiring creative reuse and environmentally sustainable behavior by providing educational 
programs and affordable materials to the community.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Provide a workshop on creative reuse.

 y Bring a group to one of the workshops or parties.

 y Help with fundraising events.

 y Teach at the summer camp.

 y Help with teacher trainings.

Things that don’t count as payback:

 y Helping with inventory in the warehouse.

Trash for Peace
Portland schools | www.trashforpeace.org/ 

Mission Statement: Turn trash into peace. To educate and spread awareness about the capacity we have as human 
beings to use our creativity and innovation to replace the concept of trash with resourcefulness and giving back. We strive 
to encourage people to reduce, reuse, and then recycle for a healthier and more peaceful planet.

Trash for peace works on Youth empowerment, business outreach, and creative bin designs all focused on 
achieving their vision: Empowered, healthy communities living in a world without waste.

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Use their classroom manuals to conduct creative reuse presentations in classrooms. 

 y Empower youth of all ages to promote self-esteem, leadership, team building, and job skills through the lens of 
environmental education.

 y Help with waste free cooking classes.
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Your Local Farmer’s Market
www.oregonfarmersmarkets.org/

Description: Farmer’s markets are a bustling center to communities throughout the region. Along with providing 
our region with farm fresh food, they are also community gatherings of music and information-sharing that take 
place usually weekly sometimes more often. It is best to contact the Master Recycler Program Coordinator to find 
out if a Master Recycler is already involved in your market. 

Ways Master Recyclers have volunteered:

 y Check out a kit from your local jurisdiction and set up an information booth. Some Master Recyclers have even 
set up a booth one day a month for the summer months and rotated the topic. Use the contact information in 
the directory for your market to find out if they would allow a free space for you to set up. Also ask them if they 
have a table, chair and canopy available. 

 y Provide technical assistance in helping the market reduce waste or become the ongoing sustainability 
coordinator. Connect them with resources, work with Recycle at Work to identify places that take hard to 
recycle or compost materials, help them improve recycling/composting signage and containers or implement 
a durables program for the food vendors. 

INDEX BY LOCATION 

REGIONAL
 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Center for Diversity and the Environment

 y Northwest Earth Institute.

 y Oregon Green Schools

 y Oregon Zoo Education Center

 y Your local Farmer’s Market

PORTLAND
 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Community Recycle Collection Events

 y Community Warehouse

 y Cracked Pots

 y Create Plenty

 y Festa Italiana

 y Free Geek

 y Neighborhood Cleanups

 y Oregon Brewers’ Festival and Northwest Organic  
Brewers’ Festival

 y Rebuilding Center

 y Recycling Advocates

PORTLAND
 y Repair Fair

 y Reuse Alliance Oregon Chapter

 y Scrap

 y Trash for Peace

CLACKAMAS COUNTY
 y Clackamas Waste Reduction Education Program

 y Community Warehouse

 y Down the River Cleanup on the Clackamas

 y Milwaukie Farmer’s Market

 y Mt. Hood Green Scene

GRESHAM, TROUTDALE
 y Cracked Pots

WASHINGTON COUNTY
 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Forest Grove Farmer’s Market Waste Center

 y Repair Fair
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INDEX BY TOPIC

ADVOCACY AND POLICY
 y Center for Diversity and the Environment

 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Recycling Advocates

 y Reuse Alliance Oregon Chapter

CHANGING PERSONAL ACTIONS
 y Center for Diversity and the Environment

 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Northwest Earth Institute

 y Recycling Advocates

COLLECTIONS AND CLEANUPS
 y Community Recycle Collection Events

 y Down the River Cleanup on the Clackamas

 y Forest Grove Farmer’s Market Waste Center

 y Mt. Hood Green Scene

 y Neighborhood Cleanups

EVENT RECOVERY
 y Festa Italiana

 y Oregon Brewers’ Festival and Northwest Organic  
Brewers’ Festival

REUSE
 y Community Warehouse

 y Cracked Pots

 y Free Geek

 y Rebuilding Center

 y Repair Fair

 y Reuse Alliance Oregon Chapter

 y Scrap

SCHOOLS AND YOUTH EDUCATION
 y Center for Earth Leadership

 y Clackamas Waste Reduction Education Program

 y Create Plenty

 y Oregon Green Schools

 y Oregon Zoo Education Center

 y Trash for Peace Master Recycler Glossary
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